[&003 



Amendments to the Claims 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 

application: 
TJstinfl of Claims 

Claim 1 (Currently amended): An information providing apparatus capable of executing a 
communication via a network, comprising: 

registering means for registering one or mor e terminal for each user, 

reception means for receiving transmission information to a user; 

decision means for deciding, on the basis of user information of from the one or more 
terminal registered fo_r the user bv said regis tering means, a destination terminal of the 
transmission information received by said reception means; 

selection means for selecting a conversion module e xisting in an external device, which 
converts a format of the transmission information i nto a format which matches processing 
ability of the decided destination terminal: 

designation means for designating convoraion such that data contained in th e 
tran a nii s a o n mformntinn mnlfthf"! n fwmt nf thn. rtr^tinntinn sendin g the transmission 
information to the selected conversion module so as to m ake the selected conversion module 
convert the transmission information ; and 

providing m e ans-for providing to the destination data whoso format tS' Convortcd by the 
jnHignntifiTi nf Mriri domination moans transferri n g means for transferring the converted 
transmis sion information to the decided de stination terminal. 
Claim 2 (Currently amended): The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein 
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the apparatus further comprises division means for dividing the data contained in the 
transmission information in accordance with types of contents of the data, 

said designation means designates th o data dividod by said division means so as-te 
mntrh th a fo m"* "f tiin ^^'nitinn said selection m eans selects a conversion module for each 
divided data, and 

said prp^^g transferring means integrates the data whose formats are converted or 
tho basis of the designation of said designation means by selected conversion modulg and 
provid e s transfers the integrated data to the destination- 
Claim 3 (Original): The apparatus according to claim 2, wherein the transmission information 
is electronic mail, and the data divided in accordance with the types are attached files contained 
in the electronic mail. 
Claim 4 (Cancelled) 
Claim 5 (Cancelled) 

Claim 6 (Currently amended): The apparatus according to claim 1 7 wherein said d esignation 
selection means selects a conversion module on the basis of a data format of the data contained 
in the transmission information and a data format of the destination and mokes the select e d 
ee nvcrsion modulo oonvcrt th e data . 

Claim 7 (Currently amended): The apparatus according to claim i 2, wherein said providing 
transferring means integrates the converted data in accordance with a data order of the 
transmission information- 
Claim 8 (Currently amended): The apparatus according to claim 6, wherein when the 
destination is a World Wide Web information providing apparatus, said selection means selects 
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a conversion module which converts image data contained in the transmission information into 
JPEG data and converts wordprocessor document data into HTML format data. 
Claim 9 (Currently amended): The apparatus according to claim 6, wherein when the 
destination is a portable terminal, said selection module selects a conversion module which 
converts image data contained in the transmission information into a format displayable on the 
portable terminal and converts wordprocessor document data into text string data representing a 
subject of the document. 
Claim 10 (Cancelled) 
Claim 11 (Cancelled) 

Claim 12 (Original): The apparatus according to claim 6, further comprising charging means 
for, when said conversion module executes conversion which accrues charge, executing charge 
processing. 

Claim 13 (Currently amended): The apparatus according to claim 12, further comprising 
inhibiting means for, when a user sets to inhibit charge, inhibiting said selection module from 
selecting a conversion module which accrues charge. 
Claims 14-20 (Cancelled) 

Claim 21 (Currently amended): An information providing method comprising: 
fee a reception step of receiving transmission information to a user; 
&e a decision step of deciding, on th e- ba s is of user information of the uocr from one or 

more terminal registered for the user in registering unit, a destination terminal of the 

transmission information received in the reception step; 

a selection step of selecting a conversion module existing i n an external device, which 
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converts a format of the transmission information into a format which matches processing 
ability of the decided destination terminal; 

fee a designation step of designating conversion such that data contained in th e 
tr ansmission information match e s a format of th e d e sfe a^a pending the transmission 
information to the selected conversion module so as to make the selected conversion m odule 
convert the transmission information : and 

the- providing a transferring step of providing to tho d e stination data whose fonna Hs 
c o n v e rted by the d t fflgmtirn ; " ^ Hiy^Vniotirm ' -f op transferring the converted transmission 
information to the decided des tination terminal. 
Claims 22-40 (Cancelled) 

Claim 41 (Currently amended): A computer-readable storage medium which stores a control 
program for causing a computer to execute an information providing method comprising: 

the a reception step of receiving transmission information to a user; 

the a decision step of deciding, on tho basis of user information of th e user from one or 
more terminal registered for the user in registering unit a destination terminal of the 
transmission information received in the reception step; 

a selection step of selecting a conversion module existing in an external device, which 
converts a format of th e transmis sion information into a format whi ch matches processing 
ability of the decided destination terminal: 

fee 3 designation step of designating conversion such that data contained in th e 
trnnmi m ion inf o r mation ™.»t^w n fnm^t nf th« fWinntinn ftfmdin fl the transmission 
information to the selected conversion module so as to make the selected conversion module 
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convert the transmission information ; and 

&c providing a transferring step of providing to tho destination data whoso format ts 
converted by th" d^ir"*"" in thn rinnifmntimi fltnp transferring the converted transmission 
information to the decided destination terminal . 
Claim 42 (Cancelled) 
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